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YORKSON NEWS 
Welcome to Yorkson Creek Middle School! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
We have had a fabulous start up at Yorkson Creek Middle School.  It has been our 
pleasure to welcome back our students from last year and to extend a warm welcome to 
all of our new students. Our mission at Yorkson Creek is to improve student learning 
through meaningful relationships, connectedness and an environment of care.  
 
This year YCMS opened with 20 Divisions (7 of Grade 6, 6 of Grade 7, 6 of Grade 8, 
and the Alpha Pack). Our WEB Mentors did a fabulous job on Sept. 3rd welcoming our 
new Grade 6s to our community. A big thank you to Mrs. Friesen, Miss Friesen, Mrs. 
Welford, Miss Pudlas and our student teachers for facilitating the training and making 
the first day so successful.  On our first full day we welcomed all of our students.  At this 
time our Homeroom classes, Exploration classes and Advisory classes (Wolf Pack) are 
all up and running.   This year we are using the Character Strong Program for Advisory 
(Wolf Pack). Character Strong promotes respect, acceptance and personal growth.  
Wolf Pack takes place in multi-aged groups where students are assigned to a teacher 
that is not their classroom teacher.  Wolf Pack takes place once a week in the first H 
block of the week, in the last half of the H Block. 

 
We would like to give a Yorkson Creek warm Wolf welcome to our new staff members.  
They include; Kyle Lewer (Grade 6), Landyn Humeny (Grade 6 PE and Grade 7 
French), Sandeep Sandhu (Grade 8), Alex Tokar (Grade 6), Silvia Rafter (SEA), Randi 
Sparkman (SEA). 

 
The following goals will be our focus over the next year and are part of our Action Plan 
For Learning: 
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Goal: To increase the number of students 
reading at grade level (or their IEP, SSP 
or AIP goals) to 80% by June 2020 
through creating a culture of care that 
emphasizes the social emotional well-
being of our students.  
 

•Research is clear that an increase in 
student engagement leads to higher 
achievement.  Dr. Kim Schonert-Reichl’s 
research indicates that a sense of 
belonging has a direct correlation with 
student achievement.  In this research, it 
has been found that there was an 11% 
increase in academic standings when 
there was a focus on the power of 
belonging and meeting adolescent social 
emotional needs.  
•Promoting a school culture of care with 
a focus on building connections is crucial 
to adolescent engagement.  A safe, 
positive, and vibrant culture driven by the 
needs of our students to increases their 
engagement, leads to more instructional 
innovation, and develops parent 
involvement in a meaningful way.  All of 
these factors have a positive impact on 
our students’ achievement. 
 
__________________________ 

 
The Yorkson Creek staff have been busy with 
starting our band and athletic programs.  Grade 8 volleyball is 
up and running.  A huge thank you to all of the teachers 
involved. Student generated clubs are beginning to take place 
at lunch time, we encourage student to create future clubs 
based on their interests. 
 
 
  

Grade 7 students 
participating in team 
building activities at 
camp. 

Our mission at Yorkson 
Creek is to improve 
student learning through 
meaningful 
relationships, 
connectedness and an 
environment of care.  
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DATES ON THE HORIZON 
 

1. School Improvement Day (September 20th) -STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND 
 
2. Meet the Teacher Night: Thursday September 26th at 6-7:30. 
 
3. Grade 7 Camp: Divisions 704-706 go to Camp Squeah (near Hope) Oct. 9-11 and 
Divisions 701-703 go Oct. 16-18.  There will be a camp meeting on the Meet the 
Teacher Night from 7:00-7:30 in the South gym. 
 
4. Photo Day:  September 24th in the morning. 
 
5. Terry Fox Run:  September 27th in the afternoon.  Our goal is to collect $2 per 
student. Thank you to Mrs. Grant for organizing. 
 
6. Orange Shirt Day: September 30th in the first block.  Thank you to Miss Friesen 
and Mr. Dandurand for organizing. 
 
 

As we look forward to this school year, we are excited to continue to build our culture 
and vision for YCMS.   We will continue to promote a school culture of care with a focus 
on building connections. Our goal of improving student learning through meaningful 
relationships, connectedness, and an environment of care is crucial to adolescent 
engagement. It is a true pleasure working at a school with a staff that creates a safe, 
positive, and vibrant culture for our students.  We look forward to the year ahead. 

 
 
 
Stephanie Labby and Diane Smillie  
Proud Principal and Vice Principal of Yorkson Creek Middle School 
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